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What process was used to evaluate the artifacts of student learning, and by whom? Please identify the tools(s) (e.g., 
a rubric) used in the process and include them in/with this report document (please do not just refer to the 
assessment plan). 
 

SLO1 was evaluated by rating the artifact of student learning with a rubric (attached) as a direct measure by each 
student’s entire dissertation committee. 
 
It was also evaluated through an indirect measure, a student survey (attached), which was completed by the students 
electronically when they completed their degrees.
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example, perhaps you’ve initiated one or more 
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The outcome we assessed last year required students to assess literature in three chosen fields and was 
assessed with a rubric applied to preliminary exams. First, the outcome was a vague charge, with what it meant 
to “assess” literature was left unclear in the outcome, although it was hinted at somewhat in the rubric. Second, 
since students develop their own fields
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size will increase with time. The process is greatly streamlined and as a result we feel like overall involvement in the 
assessment process with be improved.  

 
D. How do you plan to (continue to) use this information moving forward? 

 
Moving forward, it makes sense to continue to think about how to translate the complexity of an interdisciplinary 
field to simple, measurable outcomes, and implementing simple, measurable processes for all our degree 
programs. “Interdisciplinarity” is often a buzzword in higher education, but few people successfully describe, 
implement, and measure it. This is the challenge of assessment in American Studies, and it makes good sense to 
continue to consider how our instruments, our curriculum, and our pedagogical practices are meeting this 
challenge.  

 
IMPORTANT: Please submit any assessment tools 
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1-".:)2"'0%32-.;".8&+ The American Studies PhD culminates a dissertation that makes an original argument based in primary and 
secondary research and 
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by axes of power, 
such as race, gender, 
sexuality, class, 
nation, or ability.  
 

expressions, or ideas 
shape or are shaped 
by axes of power, 
such as race, gender, 



 3 

The language, style, 
genre, and tone are 
appropriate for 
American Studies 
audiences. There are 
no problems with 
spelling, punctuation, 
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Student Name: 
 
Survey Date: 
 

American Studies PhD Exit Survey 
 
Artifact Description:
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SLO 6: Students will construct a portfolio of useable professional documents such as cover letters, CVs, sample syllabi, statements of 
teaching philosophy, conference proposals, or grant applications. 
 

Extremely Well (3) Very Well (2) Adequately (1) Insufficiently (0) 
 
2) What aspects of your doctoral education in American Studies helped you with your learning, and why were they helpful? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3) What might American Studies do differently in its doctoral program to help you learn more effectively, and why would 
these actions help? 


