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ABOUT AMERICAN STUDIES

American Studies is the interdisciplinary study of
American culture; it uses a variety of sources and
methods to understand the diverse cultures of the United
States and the nation's place in the world in the past and
present.

American Studies is interdisciplinary, which means it
uses a variety of sources (such as music, literature,
archives, photographs, film, or oral histories), and also a
wide range of methods for interpreting those sources
derived from across the humanities and social sciences.

American Studies is global and diverse, which means it is
not confined to what Americans do in the United States,
nor does it focus on a single culture. Instead, it is deeply
engaged with how many American cultures, politics,
economies, and individuals cross boundaries and are
shaped by interaction.

American Studies is practical, which means the everyday
is taken as seriously as the esoteric, and the lessons



WHAT WE OFFER

Our accessible, energetic faculty members are committed
to innovative and meaningful undergraduate teaching
and mentoring. American Studies is a true intellectual
community, where faculty members are invested in
student success both within the classroom and beyond it.

INNOVATIVE TEACHING AND
LEARNING
Many members of our faculty have received awards for

their teaching, including the Mandeville Award for
Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching in the Humanities



